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SUBJECT: SYG LUNS' COMMENTS TO PRESS ON SPAIN AND NATO 

REFS: (A) MADRID 3285 (DTG 291212Z MAR 78), (B) STATE 83354 
(DTG 312004Z MAR 78) 

1 . EMBASSY MADRID NOTES IN REF A THAT PSOE LEADERS MUGICA 
AND SOLANA LEFT THE IMPRESSION AFTER THEIR RECENT VISIT 
TO WASHINGTON THAT NATO WOULD BE RELUCTANT TO ISSUE AN 
INVITATION TO SPAIN TO JOIN THE ALLIANCE UNLESS A SUBSTAN- 
TIAL PARLIAMENTARY MAJORITY IN SPAIN WOULD BE FORESEEN 
VOTING IN FAVOR. THE EMBASSY SUGGESTED THAT WASHINGTON 
SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT (AS WASHINGTON HAS NOW DONE (REF B)) 

BY REFERENCE TO THE US POSITION AND OUR UNDERSTANDING OF 
THE POSITION OF THE ALLIES, "PERHAPS BY REFERENCE TO 
REMARKS BY LUNS". 

2. IN THIS REGARD, WE NOTE SYG LUNS’ INTERVIEW WITH 

L. MENDEZ DOMINIQUEZ PUBLISHED IN "INFORM ACIONES" OF 
MADRID ON JANUARY 26. LUNS SAID THAT IF SPAIN WOULD WANT 
TO JOIN NATO, IT WOULD BE WELCOMED WITH OPEN ARMS. LUNS 
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ADDED THAT THERE IS NO RETICENCE IN THIS RESPECT FROM THE 
MEMBER COUNTRIES. IT WOULD BE UP TO SPAIN TO DECIDE 
WHETHER AND WHEN TO JOIN NATO. LUNS ALSO POINTED OUT THAT 
THE FINANCIAL COST TO SPAIN RESULTING FROM JOINING IS 
FREQUENTLY EXAGGERATED. THE NETHERLANDS, FOR EXAMPLE, 

WAS ABLE TO REDUCE ITS DEFENSE EXPENDITURES AFTER JOINING 
NATO. 
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3. IN THE SAME ARTICLE, MENDEZ DOMINIQUEZ REPORTED THAT HE 
FEELS AFTER VISITING NATO THAT SPAIN IS WANTED IN THE 
ALLIANCE BUT THAT IT IS OBVIOUS THE INVITATION WILL NOT BE 
ISSUED UNTIL SPAIN CLEARLY INDICATES THAT IT WISHES TO 
JOIN. 

4. COMMENT: WHILE NOT SPECIFICALLY ADDRESSING THE 
PARLIAMENT'S MAJORITY ISSUE, LUNS’ COMMENTS DO REFLECT 
THE GENERAL CONSENSUS AT NATO HEADQUARTERS THAT SPAIN 
WOULD BE ADMITTED TO MEMBERSHIP IF IT APPLIES. BENNETT 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SECRETARY GENERAL, ALLIANCE, MEMBERSHIP, PRESS CONFERENCES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 12 apr 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978USNATO03719 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 58-0759 
Format: TEL 
From: USNATO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780463/aaaacbca.tel 

Line Count: 73 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: b0013ab1-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 MADRID 3285, 78 STATE 83354 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2986670 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SYG LUNSY COMMENTS TO PRESS ON SPAIN AND NATO 
TAGS: SOPN, MILI, SP, NATO, (LUNS, JOSEPH MAH) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/b0013ab1-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



